STATE OF LOUISIANA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE CIVIL SERVICE

LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS
P. O. BOX 4368
BATON ROUGE, LA 70821
(225) 219-5600
FAX: (225) 381-7271
1-800-842-6630
www.ethics.la.gov

July 17, 2020

VIA SHAREPOINT

The Division of Administrative Law
1020 Florida Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

RE:  Inthe Matter of David Lee Patron
Agency Tracking No.: 2019-690
Dear Ms. Duhon:
On behalf of the Louisiana Board of Ethics, please file the attached Charges in the

referenced matter.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 225-219-5619, and thank

you.
Kindest regards,
LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS
Elizabeth Barrouquere
Staff Paralegal

Enclosures

oo Mr. David Lee Patron (via certified mail no. 70191120000179772811)
Mr. Harry Rosenberg, counsel for respondent (via U.S. Mail)

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



STATE OF LOUISIANA
THE LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

IN THE MATTER OF * DOCKET NO. 2020- -ETHICS
*
*
*
DAVID LEE PATRON * AGENCY TRACKING NO. 2019-690
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CHARGES

The Louisiana Board of Ethics (“BOE”) voted on July 2, 2020 to and DOES HEREBY
file the following charge:

1.

David Lee Patron (“Mr. Patron™) is currently a general/domestic partner and attorney with
the law firm, Phelps Dunbar LLP (“Phelps™). He specializes in intellectual property.

2,

Phelps was retained by the Ruby Slipper Cafe, LLC (“Ruby Slipper”) and, as a part of that
representation, filed a breach of fiduciary duty lawsuit on behalf of the Ruby Slipper against a
former employee. Mr. Patron was the signatory on the pleadings filed in the litigation in the United
States District for the Eastern District of Louisiana.

3.

In 2018 and 2019, Mr. Patron handled three (3) matters for the Ruby Slipper on behalf of
Phelps. In 2018, Mr. Patron personally billed the Ruby Slipper $157,142 in 2018 and $133,528 in
2019. Neither Phelps nor Mr. Patron handled any matters related to the Ruby Slipper in 2016 and
2017. For compensation, Mr. Patron received his percentage of Phelps’ net revenue after Phelps’

debts were paid.
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4.

The Ruby Slipper is a restaurant that is regulated by the Louisiana Department of Health
("LDH™). Neither Phelps nor Mr. Paton have represented the Ruby Slipper on any matters
concerning the LDH. Between January 2016 and February 2020, the LDH has conducted 106
inspections of the Ruby Slipper.

5

Dr. Rebekah E. Gee, M.D. (“Dr. Gee™) was employed as the Secretary of Louisiana

Department of Health (“LDH"™) from January 2016 until January 2020.
6.

Dr. Gee is married to David Lee Patron (“Mr. Patron™). The wedding ceremony occurred

on October 2, 2010. Dr. Gee and Mr. Patron maintain a community property regime.
g

La. R.S. 42:1114 provides that each public servant and each member of his immediate
family who derives anything of economic value, directly, through any transaction involving the
agency of such public servant or who derives any thing of economic value of which he may be
reasonably expected to know through a person which (1) is regulated by the agency of such public
servant, or (2) has bid on or entered into or is in any way financially interested in any contract,
subcontract, or any transaction under the supervision or jurisdiction of the agency of such public
servant shall disclose certain information as set forth in Section 1114.

8.
Based on the foregoing facts, Mr. Patron violated La. R.S. 42:1114 by virtue of his failure

to file the requisite financial disclosures reflecting his direct or indirect receipt of anything of
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economic value resulting from the provision of legal services to the Ruby Slipper at a time when

the Ruby Slipper conducted operations or activities that are regulated by the LDH.

9.

In accordance with La. R.S. 42:1141(C)(3)(b)(iv), the BOE designates LaToya D. Jordan and

Tracy M. Barker as the BOE’s trial attorneys in this matter.

WHEREFORE, the Louisiana Board of Ethics respectfully requests that the Ethics
Adjudicatory Board: (1) conduct a hearing on the foregoing charge; (2) determine that David Lee
Patron violated La. R.S. 42:1114;and, (3) assess the appropriate penalties in accordance with the
recommendation of the Louisiana Board of Ethics to be submitted during the public hearing on this
matter or at another time deemed appropriated by the Ethics Adjudicatory Board.

Respectfully Submitted,
LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

el

Robert V. McAnelly, Chairma
P.O. Box 4368

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821
Telephone:  (225) 219-5600
Facsimile: (225) 381-7271
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the above and foregoing Charges
have been served on the Respondent by U.S. Registered or Certified Mail this 17% day of July
2020.

David Lee Patron
RESPONDENT: 1715 Napoleon Avenue

New Orleans, Louisiana 70115

Harry Rosenberg
365 Canal Street
Suite 2000
ATTORNEY: New Orleans, Louisiana 70130

Email: harry.rosenberg(@phelps.com

LATOY A D. JORD AN
Trial Attorney
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